
Henry Lewis Gholz
November 24, 1951 - September 30, 2017

Henry Lewis Gholz, Ph.D., passed away September 30, 2017 while rock
climbing in Rocky Mountain National Park. Henry was 65 years old, an avid
climber, ecosystem scientist, loving father and great friend. 

He was born November 24, 1951 in Port Huron, MI, the son of Dr. Anthony
Carroll Gholz and Helmi Johanna Monkonnen. During his youth, Henry and
his brothers, Tony and John, were known for hockey games in the backyard, a
few broken windows and homemade science projects, including Henry’s
award-winning Tesla coil. After graduating high school from the Cranbrook
Academy in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, he attended Hamilton College in New
York and majored in physics. He enjoyed ceramics, but was wisely counseled
to take his skills at glaze-mixing to the chemistry lab instead. 

An Outward Bound Wilderness program in the summer of 1971, changed the
direction of Henry’s life. While in the mountains, he learned science could be
conducted outside of the lab and in the forest. With renewed inspiration he
switched majors and left New York for Oregon. 

 He attended Oregon State University, where he earned a Bachelor of Science
degree and his doctorate in Forest Science. Upon graduation, in 1979, Henry
accepted a position at the University of Florida where he was a professor in
the School of Forest Resources and Conservation and launched what would
be a far-reaching and impressive career in ecology and ecosystem science. 



Colleagues describe his research endeavors as “truly cutting edge.” During
his career he received substantial funding from the National Science
Foundation and other Agencies enabling him to collaborate and conduct
science in forests around the world. 

In 2000, as a National Science Foundation (NSF) Program Director he
championed research funding and collaboration at research sites from the
Antarctic to the tropics. While proud of his University of Florida
accomplishments, he felt his greatest professional impact was from his work
at NSF, guiding and contributing to ecological science. 
Henry had a contagious zest for life. He loved the outdoors and rock climbing,
rock and roll, a great beer (or a better whiskey) and a good book. But his
greatest love was undoubtedly his family. Introducing his kids and
grandchildren to everything from the Grateful Dead to epiphytes, from rock
climbing to air guitar, these brought the greatest joy. 
He enjoyed a wonderful life in Fort Collins with his wife, Jan. From there to the
summit of the Matterhorn, to the Dry Valleys of the Antarctic, to the tropical
forests of South America, and many points in between, he leaves a trail of
accomplishment, adventure and love. 

 Henry recently retired from NSF and was living in Fort Collins, CO. He is
survived by his wife, Jan Engert, his sons Nathan Gholz and Sean Gholz, his
daughter, Sophia Gholz (Jeff Olson), their mother Nancy Dohn, two brothers
Anthony Gholz (Mary) and John Gholz (Ruth), three grandchildren, Eden
Gholz, Olivia Olson, Hunter Olson and numerous nieces, nephews and many,
many friends. 

 Services will be held at Plymouth United Church of Christ, 916 W. Prospect
Road, Fort Collins, CO, October 10th at 1:30 pm. A second memorial service
will be held in Gainesville, Florida, on October 21st at 1:00pm, at the Austin
Carey Forest. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to a fellowship
fund with the Ecological Society of America, SEEDS program. (www.esa.org/s
eeds/donate).





Previous Events

Celebration of Life

OCT 10. 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM (MT)

Plymouth United Church of Christ
916 W, Prospect Road
Fort Collins, CO
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October 25, 2022 at 06:14 PM

Henry Lewis Gholz

Alan Scoll - December 11, 2017 at 11:41 AM

My deepest condolences to Henry's family and everyone who knew
and now misses him. We were roommates at Hamilton, and shared
so much as freshmen and sophomores, until we both left there and
went in very different directions. It's funny: after all these years I can
clearly see his face, his eyes; I can hear his voice. 
 
Alan Scoll

Stephen A. Studer - October 26, 2017 at 01:40 PM

I learned today about this terrible tragedy. I knew Henry from our
early days in Port Huron. Many days and evenings were spent in
each others homes, working on science fair projects and just being
friends. Because neither of us spend much time in Port Huron any
longer, our paths have not crossed as often as I wish they had, but I
always considered him a dear friend. The last time we did see other
it was as if we had never lost touch for even a day. He will be
missed. Stephen A. Studer
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Megan Matonis - October 09, 2017 at 02:35 PM

Henry was a warm and welcoming friend, and everyone who knew
him will miss him dearly. My thoughts and love go to Jan and all of
Henry's family, including his furry feline children. Henry always
greeted me with such enthusiasm that I felt truly cared for. He was a
brilliant and humble scientist, and he connected well with students
because of his approachable and enthusiastic demeanor. Henry
guest lectured in my forest ecology course, and several students
told me how inspiring his presentation was. I appreciate how he and
Jan generously and frequently opened their magnificent house to
friends to share fun times on Terry Lake. Henry's kindness and vest
for life are treasures we can learn from and carry forward in his
honor. Henry, you are missed but never forgotten. With love, Megan
Matonis

Cindy Chojnacky - October 08, 2017 at 06:48 PM

To Jan Engert: 
 Just got the sad word from Stana and Ann. Totally shocked. Henry

was so full of life; a good scientist, and always helpful and
approachable on any questions David had on NSF, LTRs, grants
etc. We first knew Henry way back at Orgeon State and were so
pleased to get reacquainted in Virginia. Had such great times with
you and Henry around our common interest in triathlons: Diamond
in the Rough, C'Ville, Mussleman (where Henry chose to cheer us
all on and you were energy rabbit.) Picture really captures Henry as
we will always remember him. Love and prayers to you, good friend.
Cindy & David Chojnacky


