Juanita "Nita" Pinson
June 7, 1923 - May 2, 2016

Juanita “Nita” Mae Cooper-Nivison-Kent-Pinson, 92, died peacefully and
comfortably from breast cancer on May 2, 2016 at her home in Fort Collins,
Colorado . She is survived by Jim (Mary) Kent, Carlsbad, California; Peggy
(Rod) Bowman, Fort Collins, Colorado and Chet (Kay) Kent, Carlsbad,
California. She had 9 grandchildren: Cassidy Nivison Bell, Clinton Nivison,
Matt Kent, Tim Kent, Karie Bowman Farland, Kelly Bowman Graber, Philip
Bowman, Marie Kent and John Kent,. She is also survived by 11 great-
grandchildren, 5 nieces and nephews, her best friend of 81 years, Edythe
‘Pam” Henderson, and her dog Benson.

Preceding Nita in death are her parents, Henry and Letha Cooper; her son,
Richard “Dick” Nivison, her sister, Thelma Cooper Smith; husband, LeRoy
Nivison; husband, Les Kent; husband, Wayne Pinson; 2 nephews 3 nieces,
and her dog, Holly.

Nita was born June 7, 1923 to Henry Shaw Cooper and Letha Lee Laughlin in
Wichita, Kansas. She was named for her mother’s childhood imaginary friend,
though she preferred to be called Nita. She graduated from Wichita East High
School in 1941 where she was a member of the National Honor Society and
attended the former Marymount College in Salina, Kansas. Most of her career
was spent working as a secretary in Wichita, Kansas, Pueblo, Colorado,
Grand Junction, Colorado, Salina, Kansas, McPherson, Kansas and Sun City



West, Arizona. She was most proud of her job as the Personnel Officer at the
former Kansas Technical Institute, now part of Kansas State University.

Nita married Clinton LeRoy Nivison on February 14, 1944, in Wichita, Kansas
who was killed in action while serving in WWII. They had one son, Dick. On
May 29, 1946, Nita married Lester Wallace Kent in Wichita, Kansas, who died
December 17, 1970. They had a son, Jim, and twins, Peggy and Chet. Nita
then married a childhood friend, Joseph Wayne Pinson, in Salina, Kansas on
May 27, 1972. They remained happily married until Wayne’s passing on
January 4, 1992.

No matter where Nita lived she made friends easily and had many. She joined
organizations, was a den mother for Dick’s, Jim’s and Chet’s Boy Scout
troops, sang in the church choir, and taught Sunday school. She was a
member of the Eastern Star while living in Salina, Kansas. Church and her
faith were very important to her throughout her life, and at the end of her life,
she was comforted by the knowledge that she was going to be with her
Heavenly Father. She looked forward to being reunited with those loved ones
who preceded her in death.

Nita enjoyed sewing, taught herself knitting and needlework, and made many
things for those around her, including school clothes for her nieces and hats
for newborns at Poudre Valley Hospital. This hobby and talent continues
through her daughter, Peggy, whom she taught to sew at a young age. She
loved to sing and play the piano and later had an organ she played. During
her teenage years and early 20’s she and her friends would exchange sheet
music to play and go to each other’s houses to listen and sing. On Saturdays
she was fond of playing classical music while she cleaned house.

Nita gave of herself by volunteering thousands of hours at hospitals in
McPherson; Kansas where she was recognized as the President of the



Hospital Auxiliary; Sun City West, Arizona; and Fort Collins, Colorado.

Although Nita lived through many tragedies and losses she was a strong
woman who leaned on her love of the Lord for her strength. She maintained a
positive attitude throughout her life and even throughout her death.

She was a member of Christ United Methodist Church, Fort Collins, Colorado;
P.E.O. Chapter GG, where she was a member for 27 years; and Aspen Club,
Fort Collins, Colorado.

Memorial Service will be held on Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 2:00 PM at Christ
United Methodist Church, 301 East Drake Road, Fort Collins, Colorado. The
Reverend Nancy Boswell will officiate. Reception will follow at the church after
the service. Goes Funeral Care, Fort Collins, Colorado is handling the
cremation.

Burial will be in the columbarium at Bellevue Heights Church, Sun City,
Arizona next to her husband, J. Wayne Pinson.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to:

Christ United Methodist Church
301 East Drake Road
Fort Collins, Colorado 80525

P.E.O. Scholarship Fund

c/o Peggy Bowman

5224 Honeylocust Court
Fort Collins, Colorado 80525



Pathways Hospice of Northern Colorado
305 Carpenter Road
Fort Collins, Colorado 80525

Thank you to Pathways Hospice for their loving care during her short iliness.
They were a wonderful support. Thank you also to Nancy Boswell for her
spiritual guidance and to the members of the P.E.O. for their support and their
kindness of supplying food. Nita had many caring and supporting family and
friends whom she loved and adored and was thankful to have them in her life.
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Tribute Wall

Juanita "Nita" Pinson

October 25, 2022 at 06:14 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Juanita "Nita" Pinson.

May 04, 2016 at 09:35 PM

Secret Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Juanita "Nita" Pinson.

May 04, 2016 at 03:11 PM

Our hearts goes out to the family of this lovely "
lady.

Kathy and Mick Quinn - May 04, 2016 at 02:20 PM
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| was introduced to Nita as her caregiver and right away, she came
to be a surrogate grandmother to to me. We had many laughs,
shared lots of in common hobbies, memories, and much love.

Stephanie Gibbons - May 04, 2016 at 12:28 PM

Rex and Carol Hester purchased the Spring Has

Sprung Mixed Basket for the family of Juanita
“Nita" Pinson.

Rex and Carol Hester - May 04, 2016 at 11:52 AM


https://www.goesfuneralcare.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4353&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.goesfuneralcare.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4353&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.goesfuneralcare.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4353&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

I met Juanita Cooper in 1935 when my family joined Sunnyside
Baptist Church in Wichita, Kansas. The Henry Cooper family were
charter members of Sunnyside Church: Henry Cooper was a
Deacon in the church. Nita and | were each twelve years old. My
Mother was pianist of that Church for thirty-nine years.

The Church had an active youth group, BYPU (Baptist Young
People’s Union) which met every Sunday evening and | quickly
became one of them. We went ice skating, roller skating, to movies
together, all the things that teen-agers love doing and Nita and |
became fast friends. Nita’s father allowed her the use of the family’s
Model-A Ford on Sunday after-noon and we made the most of
having that little car with no restrictions attached. (LeRoy worked at
a Filling Station and we always paid him a visit). We met our future
husbands in the BYPU.

Our friendship lasted through the years. | was her Maid-of-Honor
when she got married, she was mine. She was a good cook - |
remember when she taught me how to make a cherry pie. She
came to San Diego to visit me when | was a Navy Nurse in World
War Il. | drove to Phoenix when her husband was dying, to be with
her and give her support.

We were truly “Very Best Friends”. For 81 years!! | will love her
forever. Pam Henderson

Pam Henderson - May 03, 2016 at 06:07 PM

So sorry to hear of Juanita's passing. | will miss her yearly xmas
letter we shared each year. 41 years ago we rented the house at
847 Vassar Dr. in Salina and 15 years later we purchased it from
Juanita and Wayne and we still live in the house. Again | will miss
her letters in the xmas cards. Janice and Dennis Mathews.

Janice Mathews - May 03, 2016 at 06:04 PM



I loved my mom and was so thankful to be able to care for her to the
end. It has a very special meaning for a very special strong and
courageous woman. Her last weeks were spent visiting with a lot of
people who gave her great joy and created lasting memories for
those who came. She was a very popular woman and was not able
to see everyone. Especially meaningful were the visits she had from
her two sons. I'll miss her this Mother's Day and always. | love you
mom.

Peggy

Peggy Bowman - May 03, 2016 at 09:28 AM

Chrissy lit a candle in memory of Juanita I
“Nita" Pinson

Chrissy - May 02, 2016 at 12:45 PM

Serenity Wreath was purchased for the family of
Juanita "Nita" Pinson.

May 02, 2016 at 11:47 AM
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