
Orlando Augusto Ortiz
July 2, 1934 - December 20, 2021

On December 20, Orlando Augusto Ortiz passed away at home in Fort
Collins, Colorado at the age of 87. 

 Orlando was born in El Salvador to Josefina and Eduvigis Ortiz. He learned to
speak English as well as his native Spanish at a young age and would often
tell stories of his father teaching him math at home prior to starting his formal
education. At the age of 19, Orlando was sponsored by his older brother
Moises, and immigrated to the United States (San Francisco, California). He
then enrolled in the United States Army, and although admittedly out of his
element, he excelled and saw it as a way to contribute to his new country as
well as to help him continue his education. 

Orlando graduated San Francisco State University and found his passion and
niche during his career in human resources. He was respected by peers and
colleagues and continued to work well beyond retirement. His career and
change in employment took him from San Francisco to Los Angeles,
eventually purchasing a home in Yorba Linda, California where he resided for
over 30 years. He married in 1979 and had a daughter to whom he was a
doting father. 

Orlando was very active in the Catholic Church, namely St. Martin De Porres
in Yorba Linda. A passion of Orlando’s was music; he was very involved in the
church choir and performed for the Pope during the Pope’s visit to California in



1987. Orlando moved to Rapid City, South Dakota, for several years and
made a large circle of friends and found joy in a climate that was the opposite
of where he spent most of his life. He made his final move to Fort Collins,
Colorado in 2017. Orlando was an avid tennis player, alternating tennis games
with trips to the gym, until his second, major stroke in May 2021. He had a
wonderful sense of humor and a certain way with people; he took interest in
others’ work and hobbies and continually wanted to help them pursue their
passions. Orlando had wanted to practice law, and although that didn’t come
to fruition, he continued his interest in politics throughout his life and kept up
to date on current events and happenings. He didn’t hesitate to engage in
spirited conversations and write opinion letters to the local newspapers or
directly to politicians; he had many columns published and upheld his views
and beliefs. 

Prior to his major stroke and the pandemic, he loved to travel and spent time
visiting Europe and more recently made annual trips to see family in Costa
Rica as well as a final trip to his place of birth, El Salvador, in November of
2019. 

Orlando is survived by his daughter, Vanessa Ortiz-Konopka (Fort Collins),
son-in-law Matthew Konopka (Fort Collins), his ex-wife, Ellen Lowry (Fort
Collins) as well as his granddaughter, Kyra Lowry (Denver). Orlando was
predeceased by siblings: Moises Ortiz, Carlos Alberto Ortiz, Julio Antonio
Ortiz, Oscar Armando Ortiz, Bely Astrid Ortiz (Herrera) and Gloria Josefina
Ortiz (Cedillos). 

Orlando was a beloved father, and a cherished friend, son, brother, uncle, and
cousin. He will be missed by many. A celebration of life will be held in August
2022.
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Bill Thompson - January 17, 2022 at 03:59 PM

I have lost my best friend at the fitness center! Orlando and I had
such great times talking during out workouts. Most of our
discussions were political, but we also would talk a lot about our
common experience of having lived in South Dakota. And no matter
what we talked about, we always had a lot of laughs. What an honor
it was to celebrate his 85th birthday his family and other friends. But
how sad I was that after he had his stroke that I was able to visit him
only once because of COVID. I hope that I will be able to attend his
memorial service in August.
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Kathleen Mineo - January 08, 2022 at 05:19 PM

We had the delight and privilege to know Orlando for the last 6
years. 

 He was brilliant and interesting and never at a loss for intelligent
well-researched facts and opinions. He had grown up in a military-
backed government and could not emphasize enough the
importance of preserving democracy. He had been in Human
Resources when the Civil Rights Act was passed and lived and
breathed the importance of equal employment opportunities. He
shared books on a wide variety of topics. We can still hear him say,
“Can you believe….” when discussing controversial topics. 

 We miss him and will always hold a place in our hearts for this
incredible man. 

 Thanks to the care and love of Vanessa, Matt, and Ellen, he was
able to pass from this life in the comfort of his own home. This was
of great comfort to all of us that knew and loved him. 

 David Quigley and Kathleen Mineo


