Ronald Setzer

April 3, 2024

Ronald Aaron Setzer, of Fort Collins, Colorado—beloved husband, father,
brother, uncle, cousin, and friend—Ieft this earth on April 3, 2024. He is
survived by his wife, Emily Setzer; sons Elliott and Jude Setzer; brothers Ray
Setzer (Chi Chi), Robert Setzer Sr. (Valerie), and Richard Setzer (Ellen); many
nieces and nephews; and countless friends.

The fourth of four sons, Ron was born July 26, 1962, to Raymond A. and
Margaret (Stefanisko) Setzer, in New Brunswick, New Jersey. In 1986, he
married Carol Miller; together, they followed the call West and lived in
Colorado and Montana. He received a BA in communication from Rutgers
University and an MFA in media arts from the University of Montana. He
married Emily Mellinger in 2009; Elliott was born in 2013, and Jude in 2014.
They called many places home from Montana to Oregon to Washington, but
Ft. Collins, Colorado was home, and it called him back to settle in 2019. Ron
had a long career with New Belgium Brewing, where colleagues remember
him for his dedication, generous mentorship, and camaraderie.

An accomplished musician, Ron played bass in a number of bands over the
years, including Cheater Jones, Lazy Bones, Big Buckle, Magnificent
Bastards, Burning River Trio, and Wrangler Jim & His Personal Demons. He
was known for his excellent musicianship, vast musical knowledge, and skill in
arrangement. A true audiophile, Ron was a sound-shaping expert in



recording, performance, and film.

Ron will be remembered for many things besides his music. He called his
mother every day; had a fabulous sense of humor, a big and unforgettable
laugh, strong opinions, and a keen intelligence; made a terrific Bolognese
sauce; knew everything about beer; played the bass with his eyes closed;
loved the Beatles; and was a dear friend to so many people. Most of all,
though, Ron would want to be remembered for his deep love for and devotion
to his family—Emily, Elliott, and Jude.

A memorial celebration will be held on June 29th at 4PM in Ft. Collins, CO.
For more information, please follow the event page link: https://www.facebook.
com/events/2785295618295292/?ref=newsfeed



Tribute Wall

Ron's band, Cheater Jones at the best Halloween Pary | ever
attended.

George J Pateman - May 19, 2025 at 04:21 AM

| lived across the street from Ron and the Setzer family when we
were growing up in Manville, NJ. Ron was a few yrs younger than
me but | remember him as a good kid and very respectful of all he
interacted with. I'm so sad to hear of his passing. May he rest in

peace.

Russ Onderko - May 05, 2025 at 11:58 PM



I’'m so sorry to hear about Ron’s passing. We were classmates at
Rutgers and loved his sense of humor. Was a dedicated fan of
Cheater Jones and have so many fond memories of their awesome
gigs around central Jersey back in the day. We hadn’t spoken since
graduation but | was curious about the band after | threw
“‘Bombshell” on my turntable today. Found this and was sad but
happy to see how amazing his life was. Rest in Peace.

Tom Christopoul
Rutgers College, 1986

Christopoul Thomas - January 11, 2025 at 01:00 PM

During Covid | was Jude’s 1st grade teacher. When we were online
I'd often see Ron walk by the table, ruffle Jude’s hair, and say
something encouraging. The love was so clear and sweet. It always
was a bright spot in those crazy days.

Sarah Hufnagel - June 16, 2024 at 07:43 PM
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Emily Setzer - June 12, 2024 at 10:13 PM
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Emily Setzer - June 12, 2024 at 10:04 PM
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Emily Setzer - June 12, 2024 at 10:00 PM



207 files added to the album Ron, Family & Friends

Emily Setzer - June 12, 2024 at 09:56 PM



