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Shirley Ann Dewey, 81, of Kersey, Colorado, passed away peacefully Friday
April 16, 2021 at Life Care Center in Greeley, CO.

Shirley was born to Carl and Electa (Guinn) Isakson in Greeley, CO on
January 15, 1940. She lived on her family farm and attended school in Gill,
CO and a couple years at University of Northern Colorado. She played the
piano since she was six years old and was able to bypass first grade because
she was a very smart child and knew how to read above her grade level.
Shirley graduated as Valedictorian of her high school class in 1957. She met
her high school sweetheart, David E. “Gene” Dewey, at a Gill school dance
where he was playing country guitar and singing, they attended Youth For
Christ together, and they later married on October 25, 1958 in Greeley at First
Covenant Church. Shirley was known to follow her husband with their boys
throughout his 8 years in the Air Force. This included packing and moving to
Japan by herself with the two oldest boys when they were very young. Shirley
not only played the flute in high school but also played piano for Gill high
school student, Tom Hernandez, as his accompanist, and for her husband for
numerous events and church services. She worked at State Farm for a while
before becoming a stay at home mom. Later she was assistant Postmaster in
Gill for the post office for several years and sold Avon for several years as
well. She selflessly took care of her aunts on her dad’s side, and always was
helping with the grandkids. She collected Precious Moments figurines and



enjoyed anything with butterflies, hummingbirds, or Bible scriptures. She
especially loved greeting cards, and one of her first jobs was working at
Woolworths in Greeley where her love of greeting cards began. She was an
avid conversationalist, and loved to visit with her friends, family, and her
caretakers at the nursing facilities and hospitals. The nurses of the 4North
Surgical Unit at Medical Center of the Rockies especially grew to love her
during her extended stays where they decorated her room for her 80th
birthday, and they called her their “ShirleyBird.” She loved doing jigsaw
puzzles and playing Bingo — especially with her grandkids as well as watching
different game shows and Christian television shows. She enjoyed Bill and
Gloria Gaither’s music so much that her and Gene took a Gaither cruise to
Alaska several years back. Shirley had a strong faith in God and was a
member of the First Covenant Church in Greeley where her Isakson
grandparents were charter members, and she was church secretary up until
the church closed. Shirley was currently a member of Sherwood Park Baptist
Church in Greeley where she also served as church secretary and played
piano not only for the services but for her husband as well. She was also a
dedicated member of the local Shirley Club.

Shirley is survived by her husband of 62 years, David “Gene” Dewey, of
Kersey, son Tim and his daughters Valarie (Manuel) and their daughter
Natalie, and JoAnna (Jon) and their son Lucas; son Daniel Dewey and his son
Joshua (Charlotte) and their kids Jackson and Patrick, and his daughter
Stephanie (Erin) Schauer and their kids Kayden, Corbin, and Pyper; son Greg
(Courtney) Dewey and their kids Taylor, Abby, Anna, and Claire; son Jeff
Dewey; and daughter Kristin (Kevin) Sloan and their daughter Kira Coffman.
Shirley is also survived by her sister-in-law, Elnora Fox; her last cousin on her
mother’s side, Peggy Tucker; daughter-in-law’s Kim Dewey, Jeri Renz, and
Sheila Dewey, and many dear friends. She will be greatly missed, but knowing
that she had eternal salvation through her Lord, Jesus Christ, and that we one
day will meet again brings us great comfort.



Shirley is preceded in death by her parents, sister Dorothy Hoot, and brother
Nels Isakson.

Services will be held at Sherwood Park Baptist Church, 3333 16th Street,
Greeley, CO at 10:30 AM on Friday, April 23. Those who so desire can make
donations to the general memorial fund at Sherwood Park Baptist Church.
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Peggy Tucker - April 26, 2021 at 01:27 AM

Shirley and | were classmates all through school at Gill. | will never
forget the last class reunion at the Gill Lion's Club. Shirley played
the piano for Tom one last time. She was a shining star that glowed
with happiness.

Ruth Gomez - April 23, 2021 at 11:05 AM

Kristin Dewey Sloan lit a candle in memory of ]
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Kristin Dewey Sloan - April 22, 2021 at 11:51 PM
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Kristin Dewey Sloan - April 22, 2021 at 11:49 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Kristin Dewey Sloan - April 22, 2021 at 11:43 PM

Kristin Dewey Sloan lit a candle in memory of ]
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Kristin Dewey Sloan - April 22, 2021 at 11:42 PM



Kristin Dewey Sloan lit a candle in memory of ]
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Kristin Dewey Sloan - April 22, 2021 at 11:41 PM

My name is Doris Rohr and Shirley,s family one the farm above my
in-laws lived. My husband helped Carl with farm work wehen he
was in high school and got to know Shirley and Gene. Shirley was a
very good person and a follower of Jesus. | know these past few
years have been very hard on her but she had fairth in God. | am
very sorry for the loss of wife and mother.

Doris Rohr - April 22, 2021 at 01:13 PM

My sympathy to you Gene and all of your family. You all had a
difficult time over the last few years. Shirley always hoped she
would get to go home soon when | talked to her. She did get to go
home to her eternal home with her heavenly Father. That leaves a
big void in all of your lives but ask God for strength for each day. My
prayers for each of you for comfort and strength.

Charlotte Carlson - April 22, 2021 at 12:45 AM

Thank you for those wonderful words, and thank you so much for the
wonderful visit we had today and for sharing your memories with two of
their grandkids and the rest of us.

Kristin Dewey Sloan - April 22, 2021 at 11:36 PM



As being the oldest of her kids | remember when we were living in
Kersey. One day she opened the cabinet door next to the kitchen
sink and there was our black cat laying on the dishes. She chased
the cat out of the cabinet and the house too. The cat also liked
laying in the window to get some sun.

Tim Dewey - April 19, 2021 at 08:06 PM

Very nice lady and neighbor. R.I.P.JJ, J, JiPrayers for the Family

Lindia Brown - April 22, 2021 at 08:28 PM

1 file added to the album pictures

Kristin Dewey - April 19, 2021 at 06:27 PM

So wonderful to remember precious times with Shirley & Gene, as
far back as First Covenant in Greeley, even before any of us
became “couples”§®. Then, after that, our marriages & beginning of
our families. Then, after going separate ways with our life’s work &
retiring in Greeley, We had several Early Thanksgiving dinners with
a group of friends from FirstCovenant. We ate delicious potluck
meals, and usually sang God’s praises, while standing around the
piano. And we have assurance we will gather around God’s throne
and sing His praises together again in the not very distant future.
How thankful we are!

Sylvia & Gene Swanson - April 19, 2021 at 06:26 PM



