
William Walter Gilbert
June 25, 1938 - September 6, 2017

Bill Gilbert, 79, of Fort Collins, CO died September 6, 2017 at home from
complications related to rheumatoid arthritis and vascular dementia. Bill was
born to Frederic J. Gilbert and Florence B. Gilbert. He was raised in Hyde
Park, NY and graduated from Franklin Delano Roosevelt High School and
Dutchess Community College. 

 

Bill worked for IBM for many years. He was at IBM before joining the U.S.
Navy where he served a two-year tour on the USS Charles R. Ware DD-865.
He returned to IBM and worked in multiple locations until he retired in 1991
after 36 years. 

 

Bill married Vivian Lown in 1963 in Poughkeepsie, NY. They had two children
before moving to Colorado in 1975. Initially in Loveland, CO, they spent a
short time in Austin, TX and then returned to Boulder, CO. After retiring, Bill
and Vivian spent 20 years in Red Feather Lakes before moving to Fort Collins.

Bill served as the director of the Colorado Mountain Club Climbing School for
several years. He also served as president of the Mummy Range Institute in
Red Feather Lakes and was on the Red Feather Lakes Community Library
board of directors. 

 

Bill was a lifelong birder and cyclist. His love of bird watching rubbed off on



both of his children, and one year he put more miles on his bike than he did
his car (10,000!). He inspired his daughter to become a year-round bicycle
commuter and whenever she doubts whether it’s a good day to ride due to
inclement weather she always remembers his words, “It builds character!”
Gardening was also one of Bill’s passions that instilled character in his
children. In Loveland, the family had a 50’x80’ garden that supplied the
family’s vegetables each year and required lots of weeding, picking, and
preserving! His love of fly-fishing encouraged both his son and grandson to
become avid fishermen. In addition, Bill enjoyed bike racing, rock climbing,
and woodworking throughout his life. 

 

Bill is survived by his wife of 54 years, Vivian Gilbert; son, Brian Gilbert
(fiancée, Debbie Powers); daughter, Kristen Gilbert; grandchildren, Savanna
Seel (husband, Peter James Seel), Haley Inman, Hannah Gilbert, and
Thomas Gilbert; sisters-in-law Bonnie Gilbert, Susan Hues (husband, Joe),
and Patricia Lown (partner, Lucine Barbeau); brother-in-law Paul Thomas
Lown (wife, Joanne); aunt, Sabra Gilbert; and many nieces, nephews, and
cousins. Also important to Bill were his extended family: Janet McLachlan, Kit
and Bill Link, Yvonne and Wayne Maybe, and Sheila Johnson. 

 

Bill was preceded in death by his brother James Gilbert, his parents,
grandparents, and several aunts and uncles. 

 

There will be a celebration of Bill’s life to be announced at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, donations can be made to Pathways Hospice, 305 Carpenter Rd.,
Fort Collins, CO 80525 or to a charity of your choice.
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Janet McLachlan - September 11, 2017 at 09:06 PM

My thoughts are with all of you who loved Bill. I will miss him a lot,
but also have so many warm memories of good times we shared--
bicycling, birding, eating chocolate desserts, and discussing
spatulas (ha!). And he was always there to help when we needed it-
-a great friend. Janet McLachlan

lucine barbeau - September 10, 2017 at 05:28 PM

Family and friends of Bill, Thinking of Bill as a husband, father,
grandfather and friend to so many. Cyclist, rock climber, avid bird
watcher and reader. He fulfilled those roles so well. Always ready to
lend a hand. For me personally, the old geezer's sense of humor will
never be forgotten. Especially the Rocky Mt."talking potty"! Lucine
and Patty

lucine and patty - September 10, 2017 at 12:05 PM

Family and friends of Bill, Thinking of Bill as a husband, father,
grandfather and friend to so many. He fulfilled those roles so well.
Cyclist, rock climber, avid bird watcher, reader and so much more.
For me, personally, the old geezer's sense of humor will never be
forgotten. Especially the Rocky Mtn. " talking potty"! Love and
sympathies to all, Lucine and Patty



Tami Looney - September 09, 2017 at 05:05 PM

Sending hugs, and prayers....I bet him and my Daddy are sharing
Navy stories!!!

Goes Funeral Care & Crematory - September 09, 2017 at 09:03 AM

4 files added to the album Memories Album

JC

Julie Craner - September 15, 2017 at 06:53 AM

My prayers and love to the family. Billy was such a great guy! I
remember conversations about environmentalism, bicycling stories,
and chats about the silliness of bottled water. And he's the one that
gave me the apt term for RVs - land barges- which I've enjoyed using
ever since. Love to you all! Julie Craner

KL

kit and bill link - September 16, 2017 at 11:15 AM

Yes, we will miss you, Bill. We especially remember all the wonderful
Christmas activities we did together - baking cookies, early morning
breakfasts in our home as you traveled from Red Feather, cards and
dinners, flea markets, and just plain ole talking. We shared a lot. So
happy we were together last April, 2017, and we will miss you very
much when we return to Fort Collins. We did consider you and Vivian
"family" and we will continue to care for Vivian like our own. Love, Kit
and Bill


