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William (Bill) Keller was born January 30, 1944, in Brooklyn, NY to Ethel and
Ernest Keller. He was the youngest of 4 children. 

Bill attended Concordia Jr. College, Bronxville, NY; Concordia Sr. College, Ft.
Wayne, IN; served his vicarage at St. Matthews Lutheran, Columbia Heights,
MN, and graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in 1969. Shortly
before his vicarage, Bill and Karen married in 1967 in her hometown of Grand
Rapids, MN. 

Bill’s first call was to begin a church in Chelsea, MI. While establishing the
congregation, Bill and Karen also began their family with the birth of their son
Tim and daughter Kristin. 

In 1978, Bill accepted a call to Bethany Lutheran Church in Omaha, NE,
where he served for 17 years. While at Bethany, Bill partnered with a nearby
high school to develop community support to provide students ways to stay
drug-free. Bill and Karen’s youngest son, Jeff, was born while in Omaha. All
three children were confirmed by Bill at Bethany. Bill was proud of the music
ministry provided by his wife and children. 

1995 found Bill and Karen were unable to resist the draw of the Rocky
Mountains and accepted a call to Trinity Lutheran in Greeley, Colorado. Bill



was blessed to have the opportunity to baptize his two youngest
grandchildren, Jacob and Brynlee. 

After retirement, Bill worked his way up from sewing “man bags” to quilting
with the help of the Trinity and Redeemer quilting groups. One of his highlights
was making t-shirt quilts as graduation gifts for his three oldest grandchildren. 

Bill had a personality that could fill a room making those around him feel
loved. His unshakeable faith encouraged others. Bill enjoyed laughter and
faced all challenges with a sense of humor. This remained especially true
throughout his long illness and journey through hospice. Bill graciously
received friends and left them with a sense of peace and joy. He told Karen
“It’s been a great kickoff,” and excitedly told his daughter, “Just wait until it’s
your turn to go through this. With your sense of humor, you are going to love
it.” 

 

Bill was preceded in death by his son, Jeff, his sisters Ethel and Dot, and
parents Ethel and Ernest. Bill is survived by Karen his wife of 55 years, his
sister Elsie Garbe of Vermont, his children Timothy (wife Kelly) of Omaha,
Kristin Deicke (husband Carl) of Omaha, and five grandchildren: Jordan (wife
Michaela) of Ohio, Kathryn Wisner (husband Clay) of West Virginia, Daniel of
Omaha, Jacob, Brynlee, and their mother, Jen of Colorado Springs. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial contributions may be
made for scholarships to Trinity Lutheran School, and Redeemer Lutheran
Preschool. 

The memorial service will be held at 11 am, Thursday, December 22, 2022 at
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Fort Collins. The live stream can be found
here: https://live.redeemerconnect.com/





Previous Events

Celebration of Life

DEC 22. 11:00 AM (MT)

Redeemer Lutheran Church
7755 Greenstone Trail
Fort Collins, CO 80525

A light luncheon will follow.
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Anne Bailey ETMT MMCP - December 24, 2022 at 03:20 PM

I’m so sorry to hear of Bill’s passing. I had the honor of getting to
know him as one of this therapist’s in rehab. Prayers for his family,
thank you for sharing him with us

Gene Mueller - December 19, 2022 at 03:53 PM

I always enjoyed him standing next to me singing bass in the
Redeemer choir and hearing some of his humorous remarks. He
could give the most eloquent prayers off the cuff when asked to give
a prayer. What a Blessing to have known him!

Brooke Gardner - December 19, 2022 at 02:48 PM

I will never forget Pastor K, and how when he entered a room,
everyone knew it! His confidence and presence was impressive. I
enjoyed him so much! I attached a pic I took of my friend during the
open house of our new quilt room at Trinity in 2021. Thank you God
for him!


