William Dean Mahoney

December 29, 1927 - April 7, 2025

William (Bill) Dean Mahoney, age 97 of Fort Collins, passed away peacefully
on Monday, April 7th.

Bill was born in Bunkerhill, KS to Robert and Ida Mahoney. Bill, along with
three brothers, Robert, Martin and Francis, were raised on the family farm
near Bunkerhill. Bill participated in sports throughout his school years. He
excelled as a baseball pitcher. Bill met Lois Highfill while she worked as a
carhop. The two immediately fell in love and married in Russell, KS on August
2, 1950. The couple celebrated 73 years of marriage in August of 2023.

Bill and Lois spent the first 10 years of their marriage in Kansas but fell in love
with Colorado when visiting the state for their honeymoon. Bill’s record-
breaking catch (at that time) of a 19lb. 12 oz German Brown trout at
Horsetooth reservoir expedited the move! Bill and Lois moved to Fort Collins
in 1964.

Bill earned a degree in education from Fort Hays State College, Hays, KS. He
went on to teach and coach in Victoria and Ellinwood, KS. Bill continued his
education, earning a master’s degree in education at CSU. Bill taught and
coached basketball at Windsor and Wellington CO. He finished his teaching
and coaching careers at Lesher JR. High in Fort Collins.



Bill and Lois loved spending time at their mountain cabin watching wildlife,
hiking or sitting on the cabin deck enjoying the beauty. Bill’s love for nature
was passed down to his children and grandchildren. Bill worked for the
Colorado Fish and Game department during his summer teaching break,
building fences in the Rocky Mountains. The mountains were his happy place.

During retirement the couple traveled extensively, visiting Iceland, Ireland and
enjoying a Baltic cruise. Bill and Lois gifted their children and spouses a
Caribbean cruise to celebrate their 50th anniversary. Wonderful, once in a
lifetime, family memories were made. They traveled within the US, east coast
to west coast, seeing sights in Washington DC and visiting children and
grandchildren in the Pacific Northwest. Their adventures took them to Hawaii
and on a road trip down the ALCan highway through Alaska and Canada.
They were snowbirds for several years, wintering in Green Valley, AZ.

Bill is survived by his children Teri Walker, husband Rex, Ault CO, Pat
Mahoney, wife Anne of Colton, WA and Laura Whitmore, husband Troy,
Brighton, CO; seven grandchildren, twelve great grandchildren; and brother
Francis Mahoney of Stockton, KS.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:00 am, Monday, April 14, 2025, at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Parish, 5450 S. Lemay Ave., Fort Collins,
CO 80525. Internment immediately follows at Grandview Cemetery in Fort
Collins. A celebration of life for both Lois, who passed on December 22, 2023,
and Bill, will be held at noon on Monday, 14th at Hilton Garden Inn, 2821 E.
Harmony Rd., Fort Collins, CO 80528

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to Better People Care, PO Box
270425, Fort Collins, CO 80525. Better People Care staff's knowledge,
respect, support and friendship have been invaluable to the Mahoney family
for the past 6 years.






Tribute Wall

Lovely man, my heart aches for his loss. | was blessed to have Lois
in my life for 50 years, having met at Aims Jr. College. | have never
seen a couple love each other so much. And can only hope they
reunited.

Amelia A Penrose - May 08, 2025 at 11:16 PM
Mr. Mahoney was my PE, Math teacher and track coach at
Wellington Jr. High. He was even handed and treated all of his
students equally. That's the great teacher | remember.

Mike Blehm

Michael Blehm - April 16, 2025 at 11:58 AM



My name is Dean Boyd. Your father was my coach and teacher at
Wellington Junior High. | wish to express my deepest sympathy to
the family of Coach Mahoney. Coach Mahoney joined the
Wellington Junior High School staff in 1964 to teach Civics, PE and
to Coach. It was my honor to be under his mentorship. Since | was
in 9th grade, | had only 1 year with him. He was superb as a teacher
and as a Coach. He was a man of great integrity; a man of virtue
and goodness. | deeply admired him. He is one of the special
teachers that | have often thought of fondly over the decades. He
means the world to me. He recovered confidence that | lost under a
previous coach whose technique was competent but harsh. Coach
Mahoney was thoughtful and studied. He found a way to develop
and strengthen his athletes. He taught us more than sports. | will
forever salute him.

After graduation from HS and while CSU, | stopped by his home
across from the Latter-day Saint church (several times) to visit with
him and your mother. It was apparent that he and your mom were
very close. This is a special blessing for their children. Teresa (sp), |
believe that you and my wife Marsha Olsen were classmates at
Lincoln Jr. High.

May the Lord bless each of you in the coming days. dboyd@cinet.n
et

R. Dean Boyd - April 14, 2025 at 12:49 PM

Dear family of Lois and Bill,

Sean and | knew your parents through St. Elisabeth Seton. They were
the best of people and were truly so supportive and encouraging. | do
not remember either one of them when they weren't offering a warm
smile and genuine conversation. May their memory be a blessing to all
of you.

Becky and Sean Shelley

Rebecca Shelley - May 04, 2025 at 06:37 PM
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