
William G. Mandras
April 2, 2023

William ‘Bill’ Mandras passed away on April 2, 2023 from natural causes, 21
days shy of his 90th birthday. He was preceded in death by his wife of 50
years, Marty Mandras, his parents Evangelos and Panayouti Mandras, and 7
siblings. He is survived by his sister Martha Valko, his elder daughter Amy
Johnson and her daughter Sarah Cahatol (m. Ian Cahatol) and his younger
daughter, Christine ‘Kestrel’ Weiner (m. Cary Weiner) and their two daughters,
Aria and Nyima Weiner. He is also survived by many nieces and nephews. 

 

The youngest of 9 children born to Greek immigrant parents in 1933, Bill
earned a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering and worked his entire
life in the aerospace industry, even working on the design of the 747 airplane.
Upon retiring, he pursued his true love of teaching Math at night at the local
community college. He also wrote books and papers on new Math teaching
methods. 

 

He was a devoted and generous grandfather, ‘Papou’ to his three
granddaughters. They were his pride and joy. In retirement, he enjoyed
walking his dog Hera in the park and hills above Ventura and going to the gym
daily (often followed by a trip to the store to buy ice cream.) He was an avid
sports fan; watching Penn State Football, L. A. Lakers, and the L. A. Dodgers
with his wife Marty. 



He became a Buddhist around age 70 and enjoyed meditating daily, attending
local Buddhist temples, and going on overnight meditation retreats. His ashes
will be spread at a Buddhist meditation retreat center in the Rocky Mountains
outside of Fort Collins. 

 

He will be deeply missed for his quirky sense of humor and his silly songs. His
jokes and sayings will live on in his family and continue to provide joy for
many years to come.
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Marianne Alvarez - September 01, 2023 at 11:37 AM

I just learned about Bill's death today. We first met Bill when he and
my husband, Alfred Alvarez worked for Grumman Aircraft in Beth
Page, L.I. They shared a mutual interest- playing Bridge and the
horses. We visited him in Ventura and he and his family visited us in
New York. He would often email me his ideas on teaching (I, too,
am a teacher) and his ideas on Buddhism. He was always
interesting, different and special. I believe that his ashes floating in
the Universe will deposit magic and goodness on everything they
touch. He was a great guy. Marianne Alvarez

Anna Lee Zambito Spencer - April 14, 2023 at 07:06 PM

My Uncle Billy was a huge part of my life as a child, and later, when
he and his family moved to Goleta around 1972 or 1973. My Mom
was his sister. We hosted his family often for family dinners at my
home in Sunland, on the northern LA border, and we had many
holiday dinners with them, especially after they moved to a brand
new, beautiful home in Ventura, high on the hill. My last visit with
Uncle Bill and Marty was about 6 years ago when I attended a huge
horse show in Santa Barbara. It was around 2017. Both of them
were healthy and happy. I have a lifetime of memories that I cherish.


