William C. Schneider

April 19, 2023

William (Bill) Cletus Schneider, Age 78, Fort Collins, CO, passed away at
Lemay Avenue Health and Rehab after a long confinement from complications
of a stroke in early, 2017. His friends at Lemay Avenue and his friend and
former wife, Barbara Travis Cole were with him.

Bill was born in Litchfield, lllinois to William Cletus Schneider, Sr. and Mary
Lucille Tesio Schneider. He was raised in Midwest City, Oklahoma.

His high school years were spent at St. Gregory’s Seminary, and he attended
both St. Gregory’s University, Shawnee, OK, and Oklahoma University and
received degrees in both electrical and mechanical engineering.

Bill was an Amateur Radio operator for over 60 years. He had a voracious
appetite for learning that included all forms of history. There wasn’t a subject
he wasn’t interested in! His early career included work with the Atomic Energy
Commission, followed by many years in the food service industry, designing
equipment, and obtaining patents in food service equipment design.

He began his final and favorite career in 1994 when he created the publishing
firm, Vestige Press, located in Wellington, CO. He was dedicated to
preserving the history of Colorado. His images and books he published are
found throughout Larimer County. He published several books, including The



History of Colorado in Postcards, authored by Charles Harbert.

In the early 2000’s The Odd Fellows Hall in Wellington was restored by Bill, to
house his business, and today is a thriving food and beverage establishment.
One of his many contributions to local history, was witching for unmarked
graves at Bingham Hill Cemetery.

Bill had a wonderful singing voice and was a member of a Barber Shop
chorus in New Jersey and contributed his voice to various places, including
St. Joseph’s church and choir.

He was previously married to the mother of his three children, Linda
Schneider, (NJ) and then to his former wife and friend, Barbara Travis Cole.
He and Barbara moved to Fort Collins in 1987 when Bill accepted a position
as President of American Wyatt Corporation, Cheyenne, WY.

He was preceded in death by his mother, father, and daughter, Annette
Michelle Osborn. Annette leaves her 4 children: Matthew, Jacob, Lucas and
Marie Osborn. He is survived by his daughter, Maria Lynne Schneider,
grandson Xavier Silva (Kalamazoo, MI), and his son William C. Schneider I,
Blackwood, NJ. Also surviving Bill are three stepsons, Scott, Jeffrey and
Andrew (Jessie) Burnside and 2 step-grandsons, Benjamin and Alec.

We are hoping that his trusty and much-loved Scottie dog, Rufus, who could
be seen by his side walking Cleveland Avenue in Wellington, was there to

greet him.

Memorial Mass is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at Saint
Joseph Catholic Church. Interment will take place at Grandview Cemetery.

The family requests that any memorial donations please be made to Respite



Care, Fort Collins, CO.

Online donation link: https://respitecareinc.org/donate-button
or by mail, checks made to Respite Care

6203 S Lemay Avenue

Fort Collins, CO 80525



Cemetery Details

Grandview Cemetery

1900 West Mountain Avenue
Fort Collins, CO 80521
http://www.fcgov.com/parks/grandview.php

Previous Events

Memorial Mass

JUN 20. 9:30 AM (MT)

St. Joseph Catholic Church
300 W Mountain Ave

Fort Collins, CO 80521
https://www.stjosephfc.org/


http://www.fcgov.com/parks/grandview.php
https://www.stjosephfc.org/

Tribute Wall

We wiill forever love Bill, and will cherish the time and memories we
shared with him at Lemay Ave.
-His caregivers at Lemay Ave. <3

Katie De La Fuente - April 27, 2023 at 04:27 PM

Thank you all at Lemay Ave, FTC and Columbine Care in Windsor for
the excellent care and friendship you provided to Bill for 6 years.

Barbara Schneider Cole - May 11, 2023 at 08:39 AM

Bill was always around taking great pictures at chamber functions.
We are appreciative of the things Bill did for the area.
Richard and Sandi Seaworth and family

Richard Seaworth - April 25, 2023 at 03:09 PM

1990’s Temple University Recital w/Maria and Linda Schneider

Maria - April 23, 2023 at 08:45 PM



| remember Bill as the cool older cousin who =

would visit relatives in lowa with his parents our R,
Uncle Bill and Aunt Lucille. He would bring his H
ham radio equipment to our house and set it up H

on our front porch. | thought it was so neat that

he would be able to communicate with people

around the world. We send our prayers and condolences to his
family from Connie Schneider Ryan and family.

Connie Schneider Ryan and Family - April 23, 2023 at 11:48 AM

So sorry for Bills passing. He definitely always shared special times
with out family. He will be remembered as a friend. | loved his history
stories.

Dolly Halverson - April 29, 2023 at 09:46 PM

Peter & | were business neighbors with Bill on Cleveland Ave. Vestige
Press was our neighbor for over 7 years when we established Proper
Time next door. Bill welcomed us warmly and we delighted to get to
know such a talented and interesting man.

Bill and his beloved Rufus would often pop into our shop to wish us
"Good Evening" at the end of the day.

Good memories !!

Diana Pronko - May 4 at 03 PM

Diana Pronko - May 04, 2023 at 05:09 PM



